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Fake News in the Modern Era
Fake news is defined as stories, hoaxes or news created with the specific purpose of misinforming or deceiving readers. Media is defined as the main means of mass communication. This can be broadcast, publishing and the internet. A democracy is a system of government of elected representatives by the whole population or by the eligible members of the state. Fake news stories are used to influence the views of people, create confusion or spread particular agendas. Fake news has emerged in recent years as a threat to credible and accurate news organizations because of the inability of many readers to distinguish between a fake news story and a legitimate story. Fake news contains various characteristics that should be an indication to readers of the lack of legitimacy of the content. Fake news stories tend to have misleading or sensationalized headlines that aim to attract as many readers as possible at the expense of accuracy and truth (Hunt, 2016). Fake news stories also tend to be deliberately comical as the creators may only have the intention of creating entertainment. Fake news is also usually presented from a biased point of view, a factor that is avoided by reputable news organizations (Hunt, 2016). These are aspects that the reader may look out for as they determine whether a story is legitimate or fake news. Readers should look beyond the headline and confirm the facts presented in the story. It is necessary to check other reputable sources to confirm the credibility of the story. In addition, it is important to check the source of the story to determine its reliability. 
Fake news is a major threat for a functioning democracy because of its potential impact on information and communication. The information shared by government authorities and citizens may be overwhelmed by the attitude that any story could be fake news. It will result in a situation where any information shared within a country is considered fake and misleading to the people. Credible information may be ignored or rejected in a functioning democracy because of fake news. It is also a problem in a democracy because of how easy it is to share stories on social media in the modern day. One who wants to create confusion, hate, violence and political distrust can do so by creating fake news stories that are then shared across the country and the world (Hunt, 2016). It may lead to more people choosing to believe the fake news instead of confirming whether the content is accurate. This can be particularly problematic in political, religious and economic matters because they are topics of interest to majority of people in any democracy. 
It is dangerous to use the term “fake news” too broadly because of the effect it will have on reputable news organizations and the motivation it may have for those who share fake news. If the term is used too broadly, more people will feel that fake news is an effective method of making sure that their agendas are pushed. It will make the spreading of lies seem appealing and will encourage more people to participate in spreading of fake news stories. The broad use of the term will negatively impact reputable news organizations because there will be less trust from the public in their news stories. It will appear that some news organizations are involved in fake news and this will lower the credibility of these news organizations. The same organizations that are meant to check facts in our society will be considered fake news organizations, leading to a situation where there is no trusted organization to confirm the truth in news stories.
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